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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com

Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gotadsl.co.uk
Tel: 01249 816522

Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 to 12:30
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Thought for the month
Easter means - hope prevails over despair.

Jesus reigns as Lord of Lords and King of Kings …
Easter says to us that despite everything to the contrary,

His will for us will prevail,
love will prevail over hate,

justice over injustice and oppression,
peace over exploitation and bitterness.

(Desmond Tutu)

Our family of Churches in the Parish

Holy Trinity 
Church,

Quemerford,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s 
Church.

Church Street,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0HU

St. Peter’s 
Church.

Blackland,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 8UQ



Page 3

What’s in an egg?

A
question: How do you open your
boiled egg? Are you a slicer or a
basher? I confess to being a basher.
I’m told this is a sign of a cautious

personality!. A slicer by contrast acts with
a  deal of faith not knowing if in striking
the egg with her knife she might not wreak
havoc (should the egg be soft boiled!).

Eggs are one of nature’s most nutritious
foods and yet they are among its most
fragile-usually the last items we pack into
our shopping bags. Once broken
their contents are lost. So
Humpty Dumpty in the
famous nursery rhyme is
represented by an egg:
“Humpty Dumpty sat on
a wall, Humpty Dumpty
had a great fall. All the
kings horses and all
the king’s men couldn’t
put humpty together
again”.

Yet in spite of its
fragility an egg is a
powerful symbol of
new life and one of the
symbols of Easter which,
like the word Easter itself,
has a pre-Christian history.

It’s worth thinking about
the qualities of the humble egg
when we think about the Good Friday -
Easter, story of Jesus. The Jesus whom we
worship as Lord is also the Jesus who
shares our humanity. He is like us in every
way except he is “without sin” as the writer
to the Hebrews puts it. In Jesus, we see
what it is to be truly human - or in the
words of St Irenaeus “Fully alive” (“The
glory of God is man, a human fully alive”).
And yet Jesus by being so “fully alive”
reveals how un-alive the rest of us are. Our
lives are cracked and fissured and hollowed

out by the effects of sin. And so through
Holy Week from Palm Sunday to Good
Friday we travel in the company of friends
and foes who deny, betray and turn their
back on what is true and just, who forget
their humanity and leave love bleeding-
literally.

On Good Friday Jesus’ body lies bashed
and sliced, his life is poured out as though
he were an egg broken by the world
around him. Everyone walks away guilty

and most are in despair. Had that
been the last word then there

would be no more talk of Jesus,
he would be one more life

notched up by the Romans.
And yet this wasn’t the
end. The ‘king’s horses or
the king’s men’ (‘the
disciples’) couldn’t put
Jesus back together. Yet
God raised him to new
life on Easter day.
Despair and defeat
were turned to rejoic-
ing and hope, the

world was turned
upside down.

The Easter story, like
the egg we use to celebrate it,

is quite simply a story about
our lives given back to us. We walk

now in the light of the resurrection, that’s
what a Christian life is for: to walk in that
light and to share in that glory. Hence the
lighting of Paschal (Easter) candle in the
pre-dawn darkness of Easter morning.
From that light the candle given at our
baptism is lit. From that light our lives are
lit anew and we sing “Allelluia! Christ is
Risen!”.

Happy Easter! With all God’s blessings,
Revd Bob Kenway



Forthcoming events in the Parish
Mothers Union

Thank you to everyone involved in any way in supporting the Mothering Sunday Cake
Stall at St Mary’s which raised £110 towards the MU diocesan fund for the annual

‘Away From It All’ families holiday at Sidmouth.
The next Mothers Union meeting is on Tuesday 10th April at 7.30 pm at Church House.

Our speaker is Carrie Keller with a talk on ‘In Mary Sumner's Footsteps’.

Lay Pastoral Assistant ‘Taster Day’ on Saturday 29th April at Church House.
A bible-based day giving the opportunity for anyone who is interested in learning more

about the role of LPAs in parish life to see if this is a ministry to which you might be
drawn to consider applying for training.

Prayer Ministry Training event on Saturday 5th May from 10 am to 4 pm at Church House.
This deanery event (costing £12 per person) is led by Howard Fleming of the Acorn
Christian Foundation and is for those already involved in healing prayer but also for 

others who may be interested in learning more about this ministry.
For more information contact Morcia Booton

Email: bmorcia@hotmail.com   Tel.: 01249 248798

Heart for Calne 
'Christians with a heart for prayer coming together in unity to pray for the town of Calne'

Saturday 14th April from 9.45 to 10.45 at the Community Hub at Calne Library.

The PCC and why we have one
The Parochial Church Council, or PCC as it is generally known, is governed by law, and
undertakes, together with the priest in charge ‘to consult together on matters of great con-
cern and importance to the parish’. Its duties include helping to promote the pastoral,
evangelistic, social and ecumenical mission of the church within the parish. The PCC
members must liaise with the Deanery Synod and the Diocesan Synod, so 3 PCC mem-
bers also represent us at Deanery level. The PCC are asked to vote on a variety of pro-
posals, often concerning money being spent! They must work as a team, and be ‘loving,
critical friends’ to the incumbent, willing to cooperate and communicate in a supportive way.

PCC members are initially elected for 3 years, but some choose to stand again.
Currently, 4 members have served for 3 years and will stand down, and following the sad
demise of JR Dawson, another post must be filled.

The churchwardens are automatically on the PCC, as are the licensed clergy of the
benefice. Three PCC members are also Deanery Synod reps and the PCC is completed
with 10 other members, representing our 3 churches within the parish. The number of
members on the PCC is governed by the total size of the congregation.

If you feel you would like to become a PCC member, look out for the nomination
forms, which are now available in the churches, and ask a friend to put your name forward.

Elections take place at the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of Calne and Blackland

on Sunday 22nd April at St Mary's,
immediately following the 10 am Parish Eucharist   
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“Those responsible for upholding the law
have to be about the truth and seek justice
even when it is difficult and personally
costly. The readings in this service are an
encouragement-
o from the Magna Carta (1215) - “To
no one may justice be sold, denied or
deferred.’
o from Leviticus 19, v 9-15. Provision
for the poor to glean the remains of
harvest; like the gleaning that goes on
now (of food in danger of being wasted,
and the use of produce near its sell-by
date) - justice should not be partial to
the poor or defer to the great.
o from the Gospel of Matthew 25, v 31-
45. Jesus tells of the way Christ is met in
welcoming the stranger, clothing the
naked, caring for the sick and visiting
the prisoner…a story about God’s
judgement of us and the values by
which we live…a story in which what it
is to be truly human is to care for the
vulnerable and outcast and live by love
and mercy.
The Britain I grew up in had come

through two World Wars and was deter-
mined to build a better future for its chil-
dren - with a commitment to housing,
health and education. The Britain we live
in now is more fractious and divided. We
do not have an agreed vision of the sort of
society we want to be…. it is clear we are
either unable or unwilling to provide ade-
quate funding for housing, education,
healthcare or social services, for the emer-
gency services, prisons, the armed forces
or for our county councils.

What faces us is partly a technical, eco-
nomic and political problem about wealth
creation and its distribution, but at root it
is a question of values and whether we live
for ourselves or the common good. If a
problem with welfare is that it has created
dependency, there is also a problem with
politics in that electors have become cus-
tomers and consumers of services rather
than active participants in society. Yet
those of us in public life know that it is
active participation that builds relation-
ships and community 

Archbishop Justin argues for our work-
ing together….living by values that are
not uniquely Christian, but which build
community with courage, stability and
common purpose. He sees this as laying
foundations for hope and renewing hope
is a precious task.

Today, we recommit ourselves to the
rule of law under the God of truth and
justice, who is the judge of all.”

Highlights from the ‘Grapevine’ No 3
Excerpts from the sermon which Bishop Nicholas preached at the annual Rule of Law

Service in Salisbury Cathedral on 11th March.

(a full version can be seen on the diocesan website  - www.salisbury.anglican.org)

Diocesan Synod focused on children and young people, and social justice at its February
meeting.
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Which members of the St Mary’s
Church family make the most
noise? The children, the choir,

the clergy - no, it’s the bell ringers!  50
steps up from the ground you will find the
‘ringing chamber’ where the bell ringers
work. That is about half way up the tower.
At the top of the tower, connected to the
bell ringers by long ropes, you will find the
bells. There are 9 bells in the tower. The
oldest one is the ‘sanctus’ bell, which is
rung immediately before services-also
known as the ‘five minute bell’. This bell
was made about 1500. The rest of the bells
were made at various dates from 1707 to
1989. The biggest bell, known as the tenor,
weighs well over a ton (23 hundredweight
or 189 stones ).

Each of the bells needs one person to
make it ring, so if all eight bells are ringing
there is a team of 8 in the tower making
that happen. Some of our bell ringers have
been carrying out this work for over 50
years and the most recent recruit has been
in training since October 2017. Each
Sunday or Friday, when the team has
assembled they each stand by a rope and
catch hold of the end, then grasp the fluffy,
blue ‘sally’. ‘Look to, treble’s going, she’s

gone’ is the traditional command, given
by the ringer of the smallest bell to start
the process of ringing the bells. The bells
sound one at a time as the rope causes
them to move on their wheels. The rope
wraps around the wheel, the bell ringers
pull the rope to draw it back off the wheel
and then again to move the wheel in the
opposite direction, so that the rope wraps
around the wheel again. Catch hold, pull,
stretch, pull is the rhythm and each time a
bell sounds the rope has been pulled again
by the person holding it.

If your view of what happens when the
bells ring is influenced by the Mars Bar
advert, then think again. It is rare for
someone to leave the ground on the end
of a rope and if that happens it means that
something has gone wrong. Feet on the
floor is the safe way. Bell ringers undergo
a training process of about 2 to 3 months
before they are able to join the team to
ring the bells on Sundays and we have two
members of the Association of Ringing
Teachers in our team at Calne who are
able to provide training. This year we are
seeking to recruit some new bell ringers
for the ‘Ringing Remembers’ campaign,
which aims to train 1,400 new bell ringers
by 11th November to join in the ringing

Heard but not Seen

Sanctus Bell

Belfry
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in commemoration of the 100th anniver-
sary of the end of World War One.

If you want to know more then email
calne@sdgr.org.uk or phone 01249 816260
and speak to Jane or Andrew.

Alternatively find out which congregation
members are bell ringers and speak to
them (you can probably spot them
because they always arrive late!)

Jane Ridgwell
Bell Ringers

Heard but not Seen...continued

Thanks for all your support for these fundraising stars…
o Lindsay Storrar completed her first Half Marathon around Calne on the 4th March,

raising £250 for Diabetes UK.

o Phil Wrenn took part in a sponsored Sleepout to raise money for Doorway to help 
those ‘down on their luck’, and hopes to have raised over £450.

o Elaine & Martin Cook and family took part in the Bath Big Sleep Out and have
currently raised just over £1,000 for Julian House.

For details of all Easter Services see last month’s Newsletter.

Don’t miss the Hallelujah Chorus and egg hunt at 
St. Mary’s after the Easter Sunday 10am Service.

Have a very Happy Easter

Editorial Team:-
Steven Colby, Sue Twyman,
Jane Ridgewell and Jack Robinson.
Graphic design and Layout:- 
Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included in
this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread the
word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

Email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com



For more information please see
www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk

Time
8:00am
9:30am

10:00am
10:45am

3:00pm

10:00am

1.50 pm
2.10pm

6:30pm to
7.00pm
10.00am

2.30pm to
4.00pm
12.00pm
2.00pm

7.00pm
7.30pm

Activity
Holy Communion
Family Service - First Sunday of
the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
(Book of Common Prayer)
Parish Eucharist
Family Service - First Sunday of
the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
Messy Church-twice a term
check notices for dates
SMUF’S parent and toddler
group
NOTE only during term times
Mothers’ Union Prayers
Mothers’ Union Branch Meeting 
(Monthly meeting, check dates)
Parish Prayers-check notices
for location.
Holy Communion (Mothers’
Union corporate Service first
Wednesday of the mouth).
Cuppa and Company

Holy Communion
Cameo-Come And Meet Each
Other
NOTE only 3rd Friday of the
month
Choir Practice
Bell-ringing Practice

Place
St. Mary’s
St. Peter’s

St. Mary’s
Holy Trinity

Holy Trinity
Academy
Church House

Church House

Various

St. Mary’s

Church House

St. Mary’s
Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s

Day
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday


