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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 to 12:30
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Prayer for the month
Dear Lord Jesus,

We shall have this day only once;
Before it is gone, help us to do all the good we can,

So that today is not a wasted day.
Amen

(If you have a favourite prayer please send it to the editors for inclusion 
in a future newsletter.)

Reminder: Lent Starts with Ash Wednesday on 6th March

Our family of Churches in the Parish

Holy Trinity 
Church,

Quemerford,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s 
Church.

Church Street,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0HU

St. Peter’s 
Church.

Blackland,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 8UQ
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Thought for March

People sometimes ask me why I
became a priest, and whether I came
from a clerical family - was I a son of the

vicarage?  My reply to the first question is
simple - from a very early age I felt the call
to be a priest; and to the second, that my
lovely Dad had a very responsible job at
the Atomic Energy Authority at Harwell,
in recognition of which he received the
British Empire Medal.

I was baptized at the parish church at
Stanford-in-the-Vale in Berkshire and
attended Sunday School there, but my
parents were not regular churchgoers.
From a very early age I was aware of a hidden
presence with me, which I came to know
to be that of our Heavenly Father. As I
grew older I began to attend Evensong and
later was Confirmed and became a weekly
communicant at the 8am Sunday service.
The sense of calling became stronger and
stronger, and eventually I spoke of this to
the Vicar, but he was elderly, approaching
retirement and not very encouraging.

I found school difficult, both primary
and secondary, and was badly bullied and
my education suffered. I left school at 15
with no qualifications and worked mostly
in the retail trade. However, the sense of a
call to the priesthood would not go away,
and when a new Vicar was appointed he
was very encouraging and introduced me
to the Catholic wing of the Church of
England. From then on things changed
and something missing from my spiritual
development fell into place.

Fr Peter discovered a small college in
Cumbria, St Andrew’s Greystoke, where
lads like me were trained and helped to
achieve ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels.

At last I could see the path to ordination
opening up. I left home at 18 and during
my time at Greystoke I was accepted for
further training for ordination. I went on

to Brasted Place College in Kent, and finally
to Lichfield Theological College followed
by Ordination to the Priesthood. After 7
years of study my call to the Sacred
Ministry came to fruition. During that
time, I am happy to say, my parents
became active members of the Church
and gave me much loving support and
encouragement.

By the grace of God, I spent 37 years in
full-time ministry, 32 of which were as a
rural priest in Oxfordshire and Wiltshire.
I retired in 2010 and now hold a
‘Permission to Officiate’ licence, and have
an active retirement ministry. I enjoy
working with the ministry team here in
Calne and it is good to feel useful.

Ministry is not always easy - the Lord
puts His treasure in earthenware pots, and
priests are human and make mistakes, but
I have no regrets about being Ordained and
would do it all again. I have always known
the truth of those words of scripture:
“The Eternal God is thy sure refuge and
underneath are the everlasting arms”.

With every blessing to you all .
Father Derek Frost.
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We all have our experience of the
Wilderness.These come when we
are faced with the real situations

of life…Situations of suffering, loss of
confidence through knocks like the
death of a friend or relative. The feeling
of disappointment when a friend lets us
down, or the feeling of worthlessness
when made redundant. Or even the family
squabble which frays the household and
makes daily life a strain.

What does Jesus of the Wilderness
have to say to us this Lent?

Wilderness - the Lenten Wilderness
gives us a picture of an uncultivated
desert, a part of a garden left wild where
anything can happen.

That’s surely a picture of our lives
sometimes - difficulties one after anoth-
er. To accept that life is like that, that in
the created order of things there is a
freedom to experience mixed emotions,
is to live again.

The Wilderness Jesus experienced
was real. It was hot, barren, challenging,
draining and oppressive. It is in this type
of situation that temptation beckons. It
is then that it is hard to see our way out
of that situation, for everywhere we look
we are short-sighted and ‘life’ presses in,
stifling anything positive. Temptation
can be faced or covered up. It is hard to

THE REAL WORLD OF THE WILDERNESS
From the Archives 

face when we are at our most vulnerable.
Jesus’ temptation rings true in the

wilderness of today. He had three temp-
tations of body, mind and spirit: tempta-
tion of hunger, bravery and vanity all
described in Luke chapter 4. He over-
came them all.

But how?  Was it that He was so super-
human that He had a head-start on us?
No, perhaps the answer lies in the place
where Jesus was - the wilderness.
Besides being barren it was quiet.
Several times we read in the Gospels of
Jesus’ retreating to a solitary place. When
we face ourselves in a time of quiet and
in silence, it may not necessarily be a
silence free from outside noise, for that is
a rare thing these days. It is the 'inner
silence' which gives a resounding ‘Yes’ to
the words, “Be still and know that I am
God”.

It is when we are in the wilderness of
despair that the world of no words can
speak most clearly to us. Indeed, the
deepest lessons of this life are learnt in
these wilderness times. They are part of
the freedom of this world which God
gives us - freedom to find ourselves and
Him in the stillness of an attentive heart.

Revd Edward Pogmore 
(March 1981)

On March 4th Hugh Pilcher-Clayton and
Jenny Colby will be trained and com-

missioned as Foundation governors for
Marden Vale Academy. The service of
Commissioning states - 

‘Church schools stand at the centre of
the Church’s mission to the nation’ and as a
Foundation Governor, you have been
called to participate in this mission.

‘Mission and ministry…work best when
mission springs from an incarnational

approach to the relationship between
church and the community at large.’ As
such, the role of Foundation Governor is a
Godly ministry, and it is to be exercised
through the skills for which you have been
appointed, the gifts which God in Christ
has given to you and the faith in Christ
which you profess.’

Please would you pray for them and for
all school governors as they carry out this
important ministry.

Congratulations to two future foundation governors for Marden Vale Academy.
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The Open Blue Bus
A weekly meeting place for Youth in Calne.

Up until about 5 years ago the Open
Blue Bus Trust (www.openblue.org.uk)
operated a converted double decker

bus as a mobile community centre to
deliver opportunities to isolated commu-
nities in North Wiltshire for a range of
ages and activities. In addition, it was
used by a group in Calne as a centre for
youth once a week on a Friday evening.
This Bus eventually reached end of life.
In 2016 a replacement bus was donated
by a local bus company; its refitting was
completed in 2018 and it is now operat-
ing as before, managed by the Open Blue
Trust.

A Calne based group of interested parties
from a number of churches in Calne, got
together in September 2018 to explore
the possibility of relaunching the Open
Blue Bus on Friday evenings for youth
work in Calne Town Centre.The group felt
there was a need for this facility, especially
as youth facilities in the town are now
very limited. The group is hoping to be
able to restart in Calne early in 2019.

The double decker bus is very com-
fortable, with upper deck air condition-
ing, accessible ramp for the lower deck,
Wifi, device charging points, and features
interesting to young people, as well as
facilities for hot and cold drinks. The bus
has its own built-in generator to power
these services.

The discounted cost of hiring the Open
Blue Bus from the Trust for a 2 hour session
on a Friday evening is £200.00.This modest
charge from the Open Blue Trust includes
fuel, the time to collect and return the bus
to its garaged accommodation, training
for drivers, and volunteers including safe-
guarding, and all the buses’ facilities. The
annual cost is estimated at £6,600 running

the service during some 33 weeks of
term time.

The group plans to apply to local fun-
ders to help with costs, and want to build
up a fund contributing to total costs and
any ‘matched funding’ criteria that may
be required. We are appealing for local
private and church sponsors to help with
this. If you would like to contribute
please send a cheque to Calne
Partnership of Churches, c/o Derek Gard
(Treasurer), 1 Heddington Wick, Calne
SN11 0PB and write “OBB4Calne” on the
back of the cheque 

We are also looking for additional vol-
unteers to be part of the Friday night
team, either regular weekly or on a rota
basis. If you are interested and would like
to know more please contact Stan Woods
through the web site address:

Stan Woods 
(on behalf of the “Open Blue for Calne Youth Group”)

www.openblue.org.uk
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Forthcoming events in the Parish

Y
ou may have noticed the change of
name. Last year parish committees
were asked to vote on dropping

‘Women’s’ from the name of the Service.
There were very good reasons for both

options. When the service started it was
for women to have an opportunity to lead
worship and although things have
changed in many churches there was a
tradition in the name. Many thought it
would be very sad not to continue as
‘women’ had for many years.

Mothers Union
The Mothers Union are meeting in St.Mary’s church on

Tuesday March 5th 10.00 to 11.45 am for pancakes and prayers.
There will be a Mothers Sunday cake stall on March 31st after the 10.00 service.

Heart for Calne 
Christians with a heart for prayer coming together in unity to pray for the town 

on Saturday March 9th in the Baptist Church 9.15 to 10.45 am

Soup-er Lunch
Friday March 15th 12:30 to 1:30pm

Lunch of homemade soup, bread and cheese...
followed by Cameo - “Come and meet each other”

2.00pm to 4.00pm ...you’ll be welcomed with a cup of tea ...board games,
and a time to chat and then tea scones, cakes and goodies.

both events downstairs at Church House.

Parochial Church Council
The PCC meets at 7.30pm on Thursday March 7th in Church House upstairs

Lent Lectures
Monday March 11th: Climate Change - what can Christians do?

Bishop Nick Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury
Monday March 18th: The Plastics Problem

Adrian Griffiths, CEO “Recycling Technologies” Swindon
Monday 25th March 7.30pm,Before the Flood

A film produced by National Geographic looking at how climate change affects our
enviroment and what society can do to prevent the demise of endangered species,

ecosystems and native communities across the planet.
Venue and time of all events for April, see pew sheet and poster for details

Alternatively the ‘World day of prayer’
would sound more inclusive and could
appeal to a large congregation (men,
young people) and present a more mod-
ern image for present times. Also England
and Wales were the only areas to still use
‘Women’s’ in the title. So you are all invit-
ed to the ‘World Day of Prayer’ prepared
by the Women of Slovenia on March 1st
at 10.30am at St Mary’s church.

Everyone is welcome
Kathy Moore

World Day of Prayer
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MESSY CHURCH  
Messy Church :-
o is a way of being church for families,

involving fun
o is a church (not a craft club) that helps 

people encounter Jesus as  Lord and 
Saviour is found across the world.

o values are about being Christ-centred,
for all ages, based on creativity, hospitality
and celebration.

o is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship 
which believes, with the historic churches,
in one God, who is Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.
It has been running in this Parish since

September 2010, with sessions at Holy

Trinity Academy every term (6 per year).
It differs from Sunday School in that the
children don’t come on their own but with
their whole family.

We have various activities (some
messier than others!) based on a Bible
theme, and an act of worship followed by a
meal.

The next Messy Church is at 3 pm on
Sunday 10th March. Why not come along
as a family and see what happens - the
team would love to see you!
The above is the explanation shown on the Messy

Church website.

To make you smile...

“My Mum says
giving up 

washing for
Lent doesn’t

count!”

Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included in
this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread the
word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com



For more information please see
www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk

Time
8.00am
9.30am

9.15am

10.00am
10.45am

3.00pm

10.00am

6.30pm to
7.00pm
10.00am

3.30-5.30pm
2.30pm to
4.00pm
6.30-7.00pm
12.00pm
2.00pm

7.00pm
7.30pm
9.00am

Activity
Holy Communion
Family Service - Second Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
Family service-First Sunday of
the month only
Parish Eucharist
Morning Prayer - First Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
Messy Church-twice a term
check notices for dates
SMUF’S parent and toddler
group.
NOTE only during term times.
Parish Prayers-check notices
for location.
Holy Communion (Mothers’
Union corporate Service first
Wednesday of the mouth).
Wednesday Club for 5-11s.
Cuppa and Company.

Christian Meditation.
Holy Communion.
Cameo-Come And Meet Each
Other
NOTE only 3rd Friday of the
month.
Choir Practice.
Bell-ringing Practice.
Men’s Breakfast (1st Sat).

Place
St. Mary’s
St. Peter’s

Holy Trinity

St. Mary’s
Holy Trinity

Holy Trinity
Academy
Church House

Various

St. Mary’s

Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Various

Day
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday


