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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 to 12:30
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Prayer for the month
The Gift of Silence

We are so busy, Lord, we do not listen.
The world is so noisy, Lord, we do not hear.

We do not hear what your spirit is saying to each one of us.
We have been afraid of silence.

Lord, teach us to use your gift of silence.
Teach us Lord.

(written for the Women’s World Day of Prayer by women in New Zealand)

(If you have a favourite prayer please send it to the editors for inclusion 
in a future newsletter.)

Our family of Churches in the Parish

Holy Trinity 
Church,

Quemerford,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s 
Church.

Church Street,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0HU

St. Peter’s 
Church.

Blackland,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 8UQ
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Gifts in many guises

Iexpect most of us enjoy receiv-
ing gifts from time to time.
Birthdays and that particular

well known winter Christian festival
come to mind (see I didn’t mention
it by name as it’s only September,
no need to panic!). Sometimes we
get gifts most unexpectedly, they
come out of the blue even in the
midst of trouble and in face of
darkness. I think that’s how I
would describe the gift I received
on the afternoon of the 6th June
when, whilst travelling at about
50mph along the A30 Salisbury to
Warminster road, I was struck
without warning by a car coming
in the opposite direction. Just for
an instant at the moment of fright-
ening impact I thought ‘this might
be it: journey’s end’! However, I
kept travelling forward whilst try-
ing to brake and it seemed an age
before the car (my mum’s) came to
a stop on the verge. I was in a daze.
I remember a man coming to me
and reaching through the broken
window to touch me on the shoulder
to see whether I was still alive! ‘Just
keep awake’ he repeated as though
it were a line from a film. And so I
waited but really not for long as the
paramedics, fire brigade and police
arrived swiftly. I knew I was in
good hands. That was a double gift:
i) that I was alive and still breathing

and ii) that there were these won-
derful people surrounding me
making sure I was looked after. At
that moment I prayed simply
‘thank you, Lord’. You see gifts
come in many guises and the most
precious is life itself and indeed the
lives of others.

It is the sense of gift that is fun-
damental to the Christian life,
indeed to life itself. A gift is truly a
gift when we receive with the gift
the giver of the gift. Life is God’s
gift and if we recognise it as such,
we should recognise God as the
giver. On 6th June I was reminded
of this in the clearest possible way.

On Sunday 22nd September we
will be having a day of Thanks-
giving in the parish. This will be an
opportunity to give thanks for all
that God gives us in our lives not
least the gift of himself in Christ as
we receive him in the Eucharist. It
will also provide an opportunity to
consider afresh what we might
return to him and his Church in
token of this. This will be the
theme for each service within the
parish so I ask that each of us will
pray carefully as to how we will
respond.

With all thanksgiving,

Rev. Bob Kenway

Thought for the month
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On 12th June this year I was in St
Mary's chatting to Mike Rawle,
church watch organiser and was

about to leave when a lady came in.
After a few moments Mike called me
over and asked if I remembered a con-
versation that we had some months pre-
viously about a former bellringer at St
Mary’s, one William Seager. We had been
given a copy of a newspaper report from
1902 of events in William Seager’s life. He
was born in 1815 in a house in
Quemerford. To quote the newspaper
report: ‘William commenced bell-ringing
26th April 1832 on the occasion of  a fes-
tival at Bowood, when Lord Kerry came
of age and has rung the church bells
until recently ... For 63 consecutive years
he rang the old year out and the new

year in... He possesses the certificate of
the Royal Humane Society for saving life
on 10th June 1879’ when he rescued a
boy from drowning in the canal at the
bottom of New Road, Calne.

The lady who had come into the
church was his great great granddaugh-
ter and was aware of the incident when
William Seager rescued the boy and also
that he was a bell ringer. What amazed
her - and us - was that she walked into St
Mary’s when the two people who knew
about this incident were (coincidentally)
present! I remarked on this fact, and that
had she visited at another time she may
well have not met us. Her reply was:

‘God’s Timing is Perfect’.

by Jane Ridgwell

God’s Timing is Perfect

What is a Prayer?
Prayer doesn’t only happen when we kneel, or put our hands

together and focus and expect things from God.
Thinking positive and wishing good for others is a prayer.

When you hug a friend. That’s a prayer.
When you cook something to nourish family and friends.

That’s a prayer.
When we send off our near and dear ones and say 

‘drive safely’ or ‘be safe’. That’s a prayer.
When you are helping someone in need by 

giving your time and energy. You are praying.
When you forgive someone. That is prayer.

Prayer is a vibration, a feeling, a thought.
Prayer is the voice of love, friendship, genuine relationships.

Prayer is an expression of your silent being.
Keep praying always...
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It is important that when we run events
for children and young people in the

parish we have sufficient qualified first
aiders in the teams. We do not currently
have very many people who hold a cur-
rent first aid certificate in the parish,
remember they are only valid for three
years. The good news is that there will be
an in-house course happening soon. This

will be for a Paediatric First Aid
Certificate. If you work with children or
young people in the parish please seri-
ously consider taking this training.

If you need this training or need to
update your certificate (only valid for 3
years) please contact:

Jenny Colby on 819097 or
stevenjenny.colby@gmail.com.

Calne Pop-up Pocket Park is here for
the next three years thanks to the
hard work of a small committee

and a happy band of volunteers. From
June onwards we saw the arrival of
roundels of fake grass, containers &
benches made by the Men’s Shed, which
were then feverishly painted and planted
up. Nothing like a deadline which was
July 20th launch day!  

The Calne Pop-up Pocket Park was for-
mally opened by The Mayor. We were
very pleased the sunshine and commu-
nity turned out in force for a fun day of
music, dance, theatre and poetry from
Reverend Bob. The idea behind the Pop-
up Pocket Park is to provide a central
community garden space that young
and old can enjoy throughout the year.
We hope to hold community activities
and events here for everyone to enjoy
and welcome suggestions as to what the
community would like.

As we have only been given access to
the site, formerly called The Old Market

Place, for three years the Pocket Park has
been designed to be portable. Already
all the plant containers and benches
have been moved for the Calne Bike
Meet and returned safely to their correct
place by the Bike Meet Committee. Since
the launch day many people have
stopped to speak to the watering volun-
teers to say what an improvement to the
area the Pop-up Pocket Park is. We can
see that children are regularly meeting
at the benches and sitting on grass along
with older people who need a rest and
people enjoying a break from work.

From Mala Tu 
(Secretary of Calne Pocket- Park. Steering Group)

Calne’s Pop Up Park

First Aid Training

Ride and Stride
Come on cyclists!!  Saturday September 14th  A gentle
ride visiting churches in the area  To suit you between
10.00am and 6.00pm.
Get family and friends to sponsor you  Money raised
split 50/50 between Wilts Historic Churches Trust and
this parish. For details and sponsorship form contact:

Stan Anniss telephone: 817211
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Forthcoming events in the Parish

Mothers Union
Tuesday 10th September at 7.30pm in Church House downstairs

when the speaker is Basil from Syria, the topic “cities of sanctuary”

Soup-er Lunch Friday 20th September 12:30 to 1:30pm
Lunch of homemade soup, bread and cheese...

followed by Cameo - “Come and meet each other”
2.00pm to 4.00pm ...you’ll be welcomed with a cup of tea ...board games,

and there’s a time to chat and then tea scones, cakes and goodies.
both events downstairs at Church House.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 7th September 9.00am at the Lansdown Strand Hotel

Information and bookings, contact Kenneth Addison tel: 814843

Sunday 22nd September -Parish Thanksgiving Day

Wednesday Club
Wednesday 11th September - With school back this after school club,

for 5 to 11 year olds, restarts in Church House upstairs 
from 3.30 to 5.30pm. For details, contact Felicity Grenfell tel: 812223

Ladies’ Lunch
Wednesday 18th September. The Ladies Lunch will be in the Divine Café,

at the top of Church Street. To book, contact Mary Barker tel: 811533

Heart for Calne 
Saturday 14th September. Christians meeting in unity to pray for the town 

in Holy Trinity Academy Quemerford from 9.15 to 10.45am

Kingsbury Green Academy
The launch of Kingsbury Green Academy, formerly John Bentley,

takes place on September 6th 5.45 to 8.00 pm
6.00 Address, 6.15 Speech by Edward Barham, 6.45 Tour of School

FOSM
Saturday 7th September 10.00 to 12.00am in St. Mary’s Church

Coffee Morning with Craft Stalls, Cakes and Music

Tuesday 24th September PCC meeting at 7.30pm in Church House upstairs
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Do you like telling stories 
to children?

T
hen this is an opportunity not to be missed. We tell Bible stories to
more than 100 children in each of three local schools. Who are we? We
are the local Open the Book team. We have been going into Holy

Trinity Academy, Marden Vale Academy and St. Edmund’s school for two
years now. We rehearse on Monday evenings at the Baptist Church, where all
our props and costumes are stored, for about 45 minutes. On the first
Tuesday of the month we go into St. Edmund’s school and tell the story to
Key Stage 1 children. On Wednesday mornings we tell the same story to the
whole school at Holy Trinity Academy and then we do the story on
Wednesday afternoon at Marden Vale Academy, again for the whole school.

We get great feedback from both the pupils and the staff at the schools. All
of the team are regularly recognised by children around town as people from
‘Open the Book’. It is a very rewarding thing to do and also great fun - did I
mention we get to dress up! You can find out more about Open the Book at:
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/

One of our team is moving away from the area and we are keen to replace
them and add a few more people to the team. You do not have to commit to
doing all three schools; many of the current team will just do one school a
week. Also you do not have to do every week, we are allowed the occasional
week off! We welcome people of any age - enthusiasm helps.

If you would like to be part of the team in Calne and help with this work
please contact: Steven Colby on 819097 or stevenjenny.colby@gmail.com.

Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included in
this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread the
word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com



For more information please see
www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk

Time
8.00am
9.30am

9.15am

10.00am
10.45am

6.00pm

10.00am

6.30pm to
7.00pm
10.00am

2.30pm to
4.00pm
6.30-7.00pm
12.00pm
2.00pm

7.00pm
7.30pm
9.00am

Activity
Holy Communion
Family Service - Second Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion 1st and 3rd
Sundays
Family service-First Sunday of
the month only
Parish Eucharist
Morning Prayer - First Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
Evensong (4th Sunday of
month)
SMUF’S parent and toddler
group.
NOTE only during term times.
Parish Prayers-check notices
for location.
Holy Communion (Mothers’
Union corporate Service first
Wednesday of the mouth).
Wednesday Club for 5-11s.
Cuppa and Company.

Christian Meditation.
Holy Communion.
Cameo-Come And Meet Each
Other
NOTE only 3rd Friday of the
month.
Choir Practice.
Bell-ringing Practice.
Men’s Breakfast (1st Sat).

Place
St. Mary’s
St. Peter’s

Holy Trinity

St. Mary’s
Holy Trinity

St. Peter’s

Church House

Various

St. Mary’s

Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Various

Day
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

(Returning 11th September)


