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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522

Church addresses - No services are taking place during the crisis
Holy Trinity Church, Quemerford, Calne, London Rd, Wiltshire, SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s Church, Church Street, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 0HU
St. Peter’s Church, Blackland, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 8UQ

Website: www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk
Find us on facebook @stmaryschurchcalne

Look out in both these places for information about online 
worship and church services during the corona virus lockdown

Page 2

A Prayer for the Feast of the Transfiguration 
of Our Lord

Radiant God, source of light,
as you surrounded Jesus with your glory, so you come 
to us in penetrating brightness. You catch us off guard 

and expose our weakness.
Radiant God, fill us with light and courage to carry 
good news into all the corners of the world and to 

bring back the joy of your presence.
Amen



“It is, I find, in zoology as it is in botany: all
nature is so full, that that district produces
the greatest variety which is the most
examined”. Rev. Gilbert White 

On the 18th July 2020 we marked
the 300th anniversary of the birth
of Rev. Gilbert White. He was an

Anglican priest, a naturalist and a man of
letters. Gilbert White has always been
something of a hero of mine. He was, like
me, a native of Hampshire. He was born in
the Vicarage in Selborne where his grand-
father (also Gilbert White) was the Vicar.
Growing up, I remember several trips to
visit the north Hampshire village and the
museum dedicated to his work as a natu-
ralist and as a parson (after ordination he
became a ‘perpetual curate’ there - he
could never hold ‘the living’ as he was a
graduate of Oriel College, Oxford and ‘the
living’ was in the gift of Magdalen
College!). I discovered Gilbert White at
the same time as I discovered ‘natural his-
tory’. My friend Jeremy (the local vicar's
son) and I would make regular excursions
to birdwatch, catch butterflies and pond
dip. I believe somewhere in the vicarage
loft is a notebook of mine in which I
recorded the various species of birds I had
spotted on our numerous excursions,
mostly exploring the local countryside.

The quote by Gilbert White above
comes from a letter he wrote in 1768 to
Thomas Pennant, the leading British zool-
ogist of his day. As a quote it might seem
obvious. You might render it ‘the more
you look the more you will see’. After stat-
ing this to Pennant White goes on to tell of
his sitings of the common sandpiper near
the village pond contradicting the com-
monly held view they were confined to
northern counties. What made him a truly
great naturalist was his careful observa-
tion of the world around him often seeing

things to which others had not paid atten-
tion. I believe this is as much a spiritual
quality as it is necessary for all scientific
inquiry.

One of the things that people have fre-
quently commented about during the
period of ‘lockdown’ is of seeing far more
of what is all around us but which we
often fail to notice. Jesus frequently
exhorts his disciples to ‘look’ and to ‘con-
sider’. But it needs to be mindful looking;
it is about paying attention. And this is
also a vital aspect of all prayer. When Jesus
says “consider the lilies of the field…or the
birds of the air” (Matthew 6.25-34) he
asks us not simply to look at them but to
look at then in wonder and to understand
that they are sustained by God.
Understanding this should help sustain us
all during these anxious times.

Wishing you all God's blessings
Revd. Robert Kenway  

Looking to See
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Left:
A Stained
Glass Gilbert
White
Memorial 
window in 
St. Mary’s
Church.
Selborne,
Hampshire.
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Calne Foodbank has been operating
for approximately 15 years under
the ‘umbrella’ of the Calne

Partnership of Chuches. During that time a
few people did an amazing job with little
resource, however, since the onset of
Covid - 19, demand has escalated tremen-
dously, more volunteers have become
involved and measures have been put in
place to ensure the Foodbank can oper-
ate efficiently in its own right. Trustees
have been appointed and charity status is
pending.

Until the virus the Foodbank operated
out of a limited storage space upstairs at
Calne Methodist Church but this soon
overflowed into Church House, which is
temporarily not used due to Covid-19.

296 food parcels were issued during
the whole of 2019. During the first 12
weeks of Covid-19 the Foodbank issued
398 parcels!

The challenge for trustees has been to
find permanent premises for the
Foodbank; as lockdown eases Church
House will not be available. Negotiations
are underway to achieve this aim but in
the short to medium term trustees have
been offered the use of what was Marden
Café ( next to the old Co-Op ) free of
charge!

The Foodbank is a vital source for indi-
viduals and families who find themselves
in crisis and it is foreseen the need will
increase during and post virus. Users are
very grateful for the help given. We work
with various schools and other agencies
to identify those in need.

Financial and food donations are crucial
to the viability of the Foodbank.

Individuals have been generous, as
have supermarkets, particularly Tesco
and Morrisons, with Sainsbury’s expected
soon to become a source for donations.

Thank you to all who have been sup-
porting the Foodbank.

Please continue.
If you are able please visit the Website:

www.calnefoodbank@gmail.co.uk or the
Calne Foodbank Facebook page for
information.

Alternatively call Calne Foodbank on:
07752213029 - leave your number and a
message and someone will call you back.

Thank you again 
Kevin Wells

Calne Foodbank

C
alne Food Bank is operating from Church House during the Corona
Virus lockdown. Opening hours for those in need of food or to
receive donations are Tuesday and Friday 12noon-4pm,

Wednesday 10-1pm .
Please phone 01249 816522 before visiting.

Calne Foodbank

An impression of what we may well 
see in the future

Calne
Foodbank

Calne
Foodbank



Following the PCC meeting on 15th July it
is likely that St Mary's will open for worship
on 9th August. It will be different because
social distancing precautions will be in
place. There will be no singing, no coffee,
no social time. However we look forward
to being together again.

Opening church buildings

New Archbishop of York

We are in extraordinary times and
our way of life has changed so
much since the advent of the

Covid 19 pandemic. We are transitioning
from ‘lockdown’ to re-engaging with the
routines of life.We’ve been missing many
of these and high among them is wor-
shipping in our churches. We now have
permission to do this and we want to do
this as soon as it is practicable.The clergy,
churchwardens and PCC will enable this
to happen. However, we need to do so in
as safe a way as we can manage. This
coronavirus has not gone away even if its
transmission has been controlled. But we
can only continue to do this by acting
with care. Holy Trinity church has been
open on Saturdays (12-4.00pm). In due
course, as soon as we have prepared the
buildings and established safe protocols
we plan to be able to offer worship
together in a shared space. Please pray
for clergy, churchwardens and PCC as we
make these preparations.

Bob Kenway
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Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell
has taken up the historic Braganza
Crozier - his staff of office - in a

short ceremony at York Minster, follow-
ing his Confirmation of Election as the
98th Archbishop of York. Archbishop
Elect Stephen moved to the Quire of York
Minster to take up his Crozier in front of
a small, physically-distanced gathering
drawn from his immediate staff repre-
senting the Archbishop's Leadership
Team, Bishopthorpe Palace and York
Minster. He then moved through the
Minster to its West Door, where he
knocked 3 times on the inside before it
was opened to the world.This reversal of
the usual symbolism is intended to signi-
fy the openness of the Church to the
world, and reflects Archbishop Elect

Stephen's desire to share the good news
of Jesus Christ with the communities it
serves.
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We are delighted to confirm that
worship and visiting are resuming
at Salisbury Cathedral. Worship

has resumed since Sunday 5 July and general
visitors and tourists welcomed since
Wednesday 8 July. After over three months
lockdown, the first public Eucharist is held
at 9 am followed by a second at 11 am, and
advance booking to reserve a place at serv-
ices has been introduced. The services will
be spoken and the newly restored and
repaired Father Willis organ will be played
at the beginning of each service with an
organ voluntary at the end.

The two services are being held back-
to-back in order to ensure as many people
as possible can take part in worship within
social distancing guidelines. Cleaning will
be carried out between services.

Advanced booking for services is essen-
tial to keep everyone safe and to manage
numbers. It also allows the Cathedral to
contact people quickly and easily, should
the need arise.

The Cathedral opened to general visitors and tourists on Wednesday 8
July. Advanced booking and a one-way system have been introduced

to help manage numbers and keep everyone safe.

Salisbury Cathedral Reopening for Worship 
and Tourists.

The easiest way to reserve a place at a
service is to book online at www.salis-
burycathedral.org.uk/visit-plan-your-
visit/booking-your-visit.

For enquiries by phone, please call
01722 512156, Monday to Friday 09.00-
17.00.

Speaking about the re-opening, The
Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos, Dean
of Salisbury said:

“Salisbury Cathedral was built to the
glory of God and for the worship of God,
so the resumption of public worship here
is an occasion of huge significance and of
immense joy. In the weeks ahead all are
welcome to join one of our services as we
give thanks for all we've learned, grieve
for all we've lost, and commit ourselves to
our shared future with hope.”

Digital worship will also continue for
the time being, and a regular pattern of
worship in the Trinity Chapel will be
established from Monday 6 July - in all
cases, booking is essential.

Opening to General Visitors and Tourists
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Caught in a nightmare

Only viewed through a window

Reported via the media 

Others having to work, brave, dedicated people

Not knowing when it will end

Anxious about friends and relatives, a ...

Viral killer, small and deadly

Information overload on a daily basis

Repeated, repeated, repeated ...

Upset at rising death toll 

SAVE US!
Felicity Grenfell

Lockdown 
April 2020



Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included
in this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread
the word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com

Sunday Worship at St. Mary’s
begins

W
e are planning to begin
Sunday worship inside our
church buildings from 9th

August. In order to be able to worship in
as safe a way as possible and in accor-
dance with the Government’s and
Church of England’s guidelines our
worship and our experience of being
in church will be different. Things will
not be just as they were before ‘lock-
down’. Covid 19 has not gone away and
we all have to play our part in prevent-
ing its spread. This will be even more
critical as we approach the autumn
and winter when it is likely that there
will be outbreaks of infection around
the country. The clergy, churchwar-
dens and PCC want our worship inside
church to be as safe as we can make it.
As you read this you will need to con-
sider carefully whether you are yet in a
position to worship back in church
especially if you have been asked to

shield over recent months. Only you
can make that judgement call. Bearing
that in mind, you should know that we
still plan to offer on-line worship in
some way even when we worship back
in our buildings.

Every blessing
Revd Robert Kenway
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