
...keeping you in 
touch with your church family.

Easter   April 2021   



Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522

Church House is closed during the corona virus crisis.

Church addresses 
Holy Trinity Church, Quemerford, Calne, London Rd, Wiltshire, SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s Church, Church Street, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 0HU
St. Peter’s Church, Blackland, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 8UQ

Website: www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk
Find us on facebook @stmaryschurchcalne

Look out in both these places for information about online 
worship and services during the corona virus lockdown.
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A Prayer for Easter
The veil of darkness transformed to the brightest light.

The most dreadful end became the most beautiful beginning.
The depths of despair fade to reveal hope everlasting.

The curse of death defeated by eternal life.
Thank you Lord, for the wonder of Easter.

Amen



These days when people talk
about tweets and twitter we
more often than not think of a

certain digital platform of commu-
nication through which someone
sends a message or expresses a point
of view in 280 characters (it used to
be 140). I've never tweeted in my life
apart from when I use the ‘swanee’
whistle that I keep in my desk draw-
er - for when I want to sound like
one of the clangers! Tweets can
express positive and encouraging
thoughts but all too often they
express anger and even hatred. Until
January this year we had an
American president for whom
tweeting was his main political tool.

The tweets I like are the ones
broadcast at 2 minutes to 6.00
o’clock on Radio 4 each morning:
Tweet for the day. They’re real
tweets, the original ones. As we move
into Spring I love to listen to the
dawn chorus. We have a blackbird
with a fine tenor voice who began
singing in our garden at the end of
February! 

Last Easter I recorded the first part
of the Easter liturgy outside the vic-
arage just before sunrise with the
sound of birds singing in the garden.
I had a couple of emails from people
saying how much they enjoyed this.

A number of birds carry mythic
associations with the Christian story,
like that of the Storm Petrel named

after St Peter (remembering the Sea
of Galilee when Jesus appeared to
Peter and the other disciples walking
on the water in the midst of a
storm). The Robin has associations
with Christmas, supposedly having
had its breast burnt carrying twigs to
a fire intended to warm the infant
Jesus. The swallow’s red throat is said
to have come from plucking a thorn
from Jesus’s crown at the crucifixion.
Set among the floor tiles in the sanc-
tuary at Holy Trinity church is a pic-
ture of a pelican feeding its young
from the blood of its breast. It’s an
ancient Christian symbol of the
Passion of Christ and of the
Eucharist.

The joy of Birdsong
Tweet for the month
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Sadly, once again this year we are
not going to be in church for Easter
owing to the continuing pandemic.
The PCC has agreed to follow the
Government road map and therefore
we will not be having worship in
church until May 17th. This decision
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Calne Mothers’ Union

Dates For April
Maundy Thursday - 1st April    

Good Friday - 2nd April    Easter Sunday - 4th April
St George’s Day - 23rd April

Look out in the Parish Notices, Facebook and the Parish website for information 
about services and events during lockdown. We hope to keep St Mary's Church open 

once a week on Wednesdays for private prayer.

Calne Mothers’ Union met over Zoom on Tuesday 9th March and had a very inspiring talk
from Rev Derek Frost. He spoke about how Mary may have been feeling at the foot of

Jesus’ cross. He shared thoughts about Mary’s life from the annunciation through to Jesus’ death,
resurrection and ascension and spoke about her being present with the disciples on the day of
Pentecost. He left us with the challenge to take up our cross and follow Jesus.

Our next meeting is at 2pm on Zoom on Tuesday 13th April when Kirsty Gray will be
speaking to us about Family Wise. A reminder that all MU meetings are open to any Baptised
member of the church. Please let me know if you would like to receive the Zoom link to join
the meeting. Jenny Colby: stevenjenny.colby@gmail.com.

will be reviewed after Easter. We will,
however, join with the Calne
Partnership of Churches to record
two acts of worship for Youtube for
Holy Week and Easter. We will also
be installing Stations of the Cross in
St Mary’s churchyard for people to
use for devotion.

During the first national lock-
down last May I found myself sitting
in Curzon Street cemetery waiting
for a funeral cortege to arrive. As I
sat on a bench I listened to the beau-
tiful singing of a Song Thrush in one
of the pine trees in the grounds of St
Mary’s school. It was a glorious day
and the song thrush filled me with
resurrection hope in the midst of
uncertain times. When I got home

that day I wrote a poem (entitled
‘Song Thrush’, see page 6) inspired
by that experience. It was subse-
quently set to music by Dominic
Irving. I’ve asked Alison Hawes to
record the song for the first time for
this Easter - it will be an original
tweet! Pope Francis began tweeting
at Easter 2013 and his first tweet
bears repeating:

“Accept the risen Jesus into your
life. Even if you have been far away,
take a small step towards him: He
awaits you with open arms.”

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is
Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Wishing you all God blessings for
Easter 2021.

Revd. Bob Kenway



Worship during the Pandemic 

O
ur church buildings are
closed, but there are lots of
worship opportunities avail-

able. For those who want to experi-
ence interactive worship and songs
then join in the Zoom service at
10am each Sunday. Every Friday you
can join in a reflective service of
Compline in the evening, with an
opportunity for chatting to other
people before the service starts.

Parish prayer and meditation
times are continuing. On the first
Tuesday of the month parish prayers
happens over Zoom, a chance to pray
together with other people.
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The YouTube service, which is
available on the Marden Vale
Benefice YouTube channel for you to
watch whenever you want.This has a
different format each week. Also
available on YouTube are services
from Salisbury Cathedral.The Church
of England produces an on-line serv-
ice each week, coming from a differ-
ent church in the country each time.

If you would like to know more
about any of these opportunities,
then please contact Steven and
Jenny on:

stevenjenny.colby@gmail.com.
Steven and Jenny Colby.

Farewell…

W e say farewell and Godspeed to
Jon Forsyth who by the time

you read this will have moved to
Devon to be near family. Jon and his
late wife Mary (RIP) were active mem-
bers of the parish community in

Calne over the past 40 years. We
thank Jon for all he has given to the life
of the church and the town …Adios,
Arrivederci, Au Revoir, Auf Wiedersehen,
Do svidaniya and 

...God bless!

Bible Book Club - Psalms    

During April & May, we are reading
the book of Psalms.

This is a book that many of us turn
to during difficult times for human
emotions expressed here as well as
hope in God. We suggest you read
Psalms 1; 41; 42; 72; 73; 89; 90; 106; 107
and 150 which are the first and last
psalms of each section. Further infor-

mation is available at The Psalms -
Bible Society.

Or  you can  contact Liz Roberts for
printed resources ( 07876 196505 or 

e.are@btopenworld.com ).
Also contact Steven & Jenny on

(see above article) if you would like
to join their 'Zoom' Bible study on
Thursdays.
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The Recently Departed ...
We pray for all bereaved families from our community especially the family of
Milliee-Ann, the 3 year old girl who died so tragically in an awful incident
in Campion Close in Calne on 3rd March.

The thrush sings from the pines above
and there protects his joy;

hawthorn flowers draw sun and bee
no east wind can destroy.

Around the scribal stones we come
our faces lined with loss

and eyes look out on passing dreams
at the station of the cross.

The bier moves slow along the hedge
the thrush’s notes grow steep.

Light fires the brimstone’s yellow wing
above the lives that sleep.

Our hearts lay bruised like fallen trees,
thoughts sunk among the moss.

Who can place the flowers of love
at the station of the cross?

When breath has gone so soil is turned,
the body’s carried home.

But through bright air the thrush’s song
lifts heavy hearts to roam.

We, on gentle curve of Spring
raise our pray’r to emboss.

Flesh is buried but not their song
at the station of the cross.

Bob Kenway, Curzon Street, Calne, May 16th 2020

Song 
Thrush



Page 7

The Easter Fire

O
n Easter Sunday we witness the
lighting of the new fire at dawn.
This is a very ancient tradition

and it's believed to have been happen-
ing annually for the past 1,200 years.This
goes back to before the split between
the Catholic and Orthodox churches in
1054, and also prior to the creation of the
Church of England in 1534.

Whilst we have a ceremony in the
Church of England, it is particularly asso-
ciated with the Orthodox Church. Every
Orthodox Holy Saturday in Jerusalem’s
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, thousands
gather to witness a flame “miraculously”
appearing in the tomb of Jesus. The ritu-
al begins with the Greek Orthodox
Patriarch of Jerusalem descending into
the empty tomb of Christ within the
church and reciting prayers. The struc-
ture surrounding the tomb is examined
to make sure no oil lamps have been left
burning inside that the patriarch could
use to light his candles. Eventually a light
is said to appear in the tomb where the
patriarch has been praying alone. He
then lights his candle from this miracu-
lous flame and, emerges to spread the
fire among the crowd. It is said that for
the first several minutes the fire burns,
but does no harm. During this
time, many of the faithful bathe
their faces and hands in the
flame. The flame is passed from
candle to candle and then placed
in lanterns so that it can be
spread far and wide.

Two historical accounts of the
ceremony in 1610 and 1834
describe pilgrims flocking to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in

Jerusalem on the evening of Good
Friday, with pillows and carpets, plan-
ning to spend the night there. The
behaviour of the pilgrims was ‘riotous’.
When the fire emerged the next morn-
ing the pilgrims ran around 'like mad-
men thrusting the flame among their
clothes and into their bosoms persuad-
ing strangers it will not burn them’. In
1834 Robert Curzon witnessed the fire
being passed from one pilgrim to another.
Some pilgrims fainted with emotion and
the crowd started to surge to get to the
flame. This event resulted in the death of
400 pilgrims in the crush.

In our Church there is nothing super-
natural about the Easter Fire - requiring a
match or lighter to set it going, but it is
still an event of great celebration and
significance. The Service of Light pro-
claims the resurrection of Christ from the
dead in word and action. The Easter
Candle, symbolizing Christ, the light of
the world, is lit and the light is progres-
sively passed to the whole congregation.

Because of the way that the date of
Easter is calculated by the Orthodox
churches they will not celebrate Easter in
2021 until Sunday 2nd May.

Jane Ridgwell
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W
e all get asked: What are you
doing during lockdown? Yes we
have been walking from our

door in Castle Street, Calne. Yesterday to
Chippenham and back, with the treat of a
takeaway coffee and croissant at Café One!

Something else we have been busy with
is mediation. With families at home there
has been more conflict in and between
households.

Some 20 years ago Margaret helped set
up a charity called Resolve, which provides
mediation and conflict resolution for
neighbours, communities and young people
not getting on at home. Last summer a
small grant from Berkshire Community
Foundation and later from The Big Lottery
enabled Resolve to help families struggling
during lockdown. As we can’t meet people
in person, Margaret helped Resolve to
train its team of mediators in working
remotely, with young people and families.
Zoom sessions are offered and if that tech-
nology is not available, telephone confer-
encing. The support involves talking sepa-

Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included
in this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread
the word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com

rately with the parents and young people
about what is going on and helping them
come up with solutions to transform how
they live as a family. Cases are rewarding
and can be quite challenging, particularly
those referred through social services.

Just before Christmas Margaret and I
worked on a case where the daughter with
an issue of drug use was estranged from
both of her separated parents and at risk
of homelessness. With mediation she got
back to her Mum’s for a couple of weeks
and unfortunately this broke down. We
continued to work with the family and
daughter. Eventually they found their own
solution asking grandparents to provide a
home. This young person is now living
happily (her score 9/10 to us) and com-
pleting her college course online. This case
example has been adjusted to preserve
confidentiality.

Mediation aims for there being no los-
ers in a conflict. The aimed for outcome is:
Win! Win!

Eddie and Margaret Sims

Win! Win! - ‘Resolve’


